


In the 1950s Congress approved relocation of the National Bureau of Standards

(NBS) from Washington, DC to Gaithersburg, MD. The architectural firm of Voorhees, LETTER
Walker, Smith, & Smith was hired for the project due to their experience with the de- POSTAGE
sign and construction of laboratories. (The firm’s name changed several times during REQUIRED

the project.) In the early 1960s the firm produced architectural renderings in water-

color that reflected the campus-like environment NBS staff wanted. The new NBS
facilities were dedicated on November 15, 1966. This watercolor shows the firm’s
vision for the Administration Building. To see more historic NIST images visit
www.nist.gov/digitalarchives.
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In the 1950s Congress approved relocation of the National Bureau of Standards

(NBS) from Washington, DC to Gaithersburg, MD. The architectural firm of Voorhees, LETTER
Walker, Smith, & Smith was hired for the project due to their experience with the de- POSTAGE
sign and construction of laboratories. (The firm’s name changed several times during REQUIRED

the project.) In the early 1960s the firm produced architectural renderings in water-

color that reflected the campus-like environment NBS staff wanted. The new NBS
facilities were dedicated on November 15, 1966. This watercolor shows the firm’s
vision for the front General Purpose Laboratories. To see more historic NIST images
visit www.nist.gov/digitalarchives.
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